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II. Jn Ohfervathn of a Spina bifida, commonly 
fo termed yhy Mr. George Ayletc^ Surgeon at 
Windfor, 

September 3 c. 1740- 

liead?eo.2, 'TT^HERE appeared, covering the lower 
^743-4* J^ Paj-t of the Loins of a lufty Infant 
juft born, a large incyfted Tumour, that feemed 
capable of containing a Pint of Water, whofe Con- 
tents had efcaped in the Birth from a fmall Perfo- 
ration in the Middle of the Cyftj from whence, on 
Prcflure, iflfued out a bloody Serum, 

Flannels, wrung out of an hot, difcutient, and 
reftringent Fomentation with Spirits, were twice a 
Day applied, to prevent its mortifying $ to which 
the upper Part fecmcd greatly tending. 

The firft Four Days there appeared no vifiblc 
Alteration in the Child's Health : She fucked well ; 
was as hearty and flrong as mod at that Age are $ 
no Paralylis in the Extremities, but a daily Difcharge 
from the Perforation of nigh Two Ounces of the 
fame bloody Scrum which at firft iffucd out. The 
Kurfc had obferved, that, during all this time, it 
had not made one Drop of Water. 

The Fifth Day the Child was convulfcd ; which 
increafing, (he died in the Night following. 

On the Divifion of the Cyft, next Day, there ap- 
pearcct a thin membranous Subftance, lining it inter- 
nally; and might be an Expanfionof the Membrane 
which invclopcs the Medulla fpinalis. A Number 
of fi\:aU BiOod-vcucls appeared about the Perf^Kation 

? or 



C >• 3 

of the Bone ^ and, underneath a fmall Portion of the 
Medulla of a very thin Confiftence. There was no 
Opportunity of making a further Examination, thro* 
the Mother's Importunities : But the lumbal Verte* 
br£ and Os facrtim were taken om, as appears in the 
Figure anncxewi. 

Tab. L Fig^ t. by CM 

A By The Vertebra of the Loins* 

B Cy The O^ facrum. 

C2), The OjJaCoccygis. 

E Fy T[\z fpinal ProceiTes of the Vertebra of the 
Loins; which Spines are here difcontinucd, and 
an Opening formed, 

F G H ly quite into the Canal of the Vertebra \ fo 
that the Medulla fpinalis Vvas iatirciy laid bare 
without any bony Covering, This Opening has 
been miftaken for a Parting of the fpinal Pro- 
ceffes into Two Rows ; or as if at F they had 
divided into Two Branches? the Two Edi2;es jpand 
G feeling thro' the Integuments like a Bifurcation, 
of the Spine, and fo have given Rife to the No- 
tion of a Spina bifida 5 which Cafe I doubt whe- 
ther it ever exifts : For a perfed Spina bifida muft 
fuppofe the very Canal and Medulla fpinalis to 
divide into Two Branches, the Bodies of the Ver- 
tebra to become near twice as wide as ufual, and 
the fpinal Proceffes to divaricate into Two Rows 
or Ridges of Spines* C. M. 

Dr. Rutty y late Seer. R. S. has communicated a 
Cafe like this. See theje TranfaSi, n, ^66. p. 98. 
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